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5th Annual Black Women
Rock Awards

Black Women Rock program attendees dancing on the Center for Performing Arts stage to“I’m Every Woman” sung by Carya Holmes.
Photo by Fredrick Tremble

Water Situation on Campus
By Fredrick Tremble
Contributing Writer

Water is a colorless,
transparent, odorless,
tasteless liquid that forms
the seas, lakes, and rivers.
It is the basis of the fluids
of living organisms. Over
half of the human body is
made up of water. So what
happens when you take that
away?
On Feb. 13.
Governors State University
had a water outage. Students
were notified about the
outage Monday morning at
9:30 AM.
Governors State
students received an email
saying, “ Aqua Illinois,
the village supplier is
experiencing an issue with
supplying water pressure.
We are in the process of
finding out what the issue is
and estimated time to restore
service. We will update
as soon as we have more
information. “

The Phoenix spoke
with Trauvell Crawford, a
student at GSU. We asked
him how he felt and he
said, “ It was frustrating to
hear about that situation via
text message, which wasn’t
very clear and not taken
more serious in my opinion.
Mainly because that text
came in the late hours of
the morning, like a quarter
to 11 AM, which means a
lot of people could have
already bathed or consumed
the water prior to the
notification being sent out,
which could’ve been very
hazardous to many, so I feel
like the issue was handled
very poorly and treated
lightly.”
The Phoenix
also spoke with the Vice
President of Student Affairs
and Dean of Students,
Aurelio Manuel Valente.
The Phoenix also spoke with
the facilities Development
and Management Vice
President, James Zumerchik.

Photo created by Fredrick Tremble to illustrate the universal need of water.
Dean Valente said, “It was
out of our control at that
part in time. Unfortunately,
I was not on campus the
day it happened. I think it
was handled well by the
Emergency Response Team
(ERT). We got as much
information as we could

about the situation.” He
also said they are working
with the ERT to make things
better.
Zumerchik also had
something good to say about
future water problems. He
said, “I was told a couple
months ago that Aqua

Illinois (Water Company) is
almost completed converting
water from the well to the
Kankakee river.” Which
means there will be better
water quality for the school
and the dorms.

Editorial

OpEd

A City Under Siege
By Donnica Gordon
Associate Editor and

Brenda Torres
Editor-in-Chief

This week, three
children, ages 12, 10, and
2 years of age were gunned
down in the streets of
Chicago in three unrelated
incidents. Unfortunately,
they are not the first innocent souls to lose their lives
in the senseless plague of
gun-violence that is overtaking Chicago, and though it is
heart-breaking to acknowledge and say, they probably
won’t be the last.
We look on in horror
and deep sorrow as the death
toll keeps rising. CPD upgrades their technology. The
President threatens to “send
in the Feds”. Yet, the death
toll keeps rising. The victims
and perpetrators keep getting
younger and younger. What
are we going to do about it?
Chicago is in the
midst of an epidemic. One
that has been collectively
in the making for decades.

Though many would opt to
think it is contained within
the neighborhoods and populations that have been most
heavily impacted thus far, it
in truth affects us all. Every
time we see a report on
television, read about murders in the news, or listen
to updates on the radio, our
body, minds, and souls are
impacted, even if on a deeply
subconscious level.
At some increasingly imminent point, the
violence will spill past its
present boundaries into areas
that are now deemed safe
and unaffected unless we
collectively act as a united
force to stop it. Not only are
the lives of innocent people
at stake in the present killing
zones of the South and West
sides of Chicago, the humanity, morality, and integrity of
all Chicagoans are. Our city
is under siege. What are we
going to do about it?
While gun violence
inflicts terror upon certain
segments of our city, immigration raids are inflicting

pain in others. Across the nation, immigration raids have
been occurring in various cities including Chicago, which
Rahm Emanuel declared a
“Sanctuary City” this past
Nov.
According to
WTTW Chicago Tonight, the
immigration raids in Chicago
were “targeted routine.” Still,
raids were rumored to be
occurring at the CTA Redline
Stations raising fear, trepidation, and grave concern in
many segments of our immigrant communities.
CTA later issued a
statement that the claims of
immigration checks at CTA
stations were false saying
that, “There have been NO
incidences of ID checkpoints
for purposes of verifying
immigration status anywhere
on CTA.” While there were
checks that did occur at CTA
stations, The Chicago Police
Department stated the checks
occurring were “Conducted
by the Mobile Explosive
Screening Team in conjunction with the CTA and

Homeland Security.”
People in immigrant communities are very concerned
for their safety and security.
Whatever the veracity of the
rumors, immigration raids
have affected the Latino
and Muslim communities in
Chicago at some level. According to Chicago Tribune,
federal agents were asking
for peoples’ immigration statuses on Devon Ave, in West
Ridge, Chicago.
Has it come down
to people of color having
to carry their identification,
such as birth certificates
and passports on them at
all times in order not to be
detained or deported? This
is in fact what many households are advising their family members to do.
These are very challenging
times for communities of
color in Chicago. For many
it feels like a city under
siege. It is time for all people
of good conscious to come
together for solutions to
the social ills inflicting our
beloved city. What are we
going to do about it?

Grad Column

Making Social Media Work for You
By Brittany Godsey
Grad Columnist

It’s almost impossible
to not have some form of
online presence in today’s
world, but if you don’t have
the right kind of presence,
employers will refuse to hire
you no matter what your
credentials and experience.
If a potential
employer Googles your
name they will be led to links
for your Facebook, Twitter,
Instagram, Pinterest, LinkedIn,
YouTube, Tumblr and any
other site you have previously
had an account with.
Social media sites are
a great way to stay in contact
with friends and family
who don’t live near by, or
promoting a special interest
of yours, but as a graduate
student it’s important to think
about how you can make
social media work for you in

your field of study.
As a graduate student
having a positive professional
presence on social media is a
way to network yourself and
expand involvement in your
field. You can connect with
professors and classmates on
social media while in school
to stay in touch down the road
when you are out in the field
for potential collaborations on
projects or references while
job searching.
After attending a
seminar or workshop, reaching
out to the speaker is a great
way to expand your social
media networking. If you
reach out, explain why you are
and what you are interested in
whether it’s some extra insight
or advice on other leaders and
organizations to connect with.
If you aren’t sure
what all to add to your page,
LinkedIn has a tutorial and tip
page for students on how to
successfully brand themselves

on their site at https://
university.linkedin.com/
linkedin-for-students.
Having a solid
professional page is just as
important as making sure
your personal social page is
professionally appropriate.
Personal pages can be
searched so you should not
have any pictures of you
partying or controversial
videos, memes or statuses that
could affect your chance of
being hired.
While LinkedIn
is the most well known
social networking site for
professionals there are other
options depending on your
field.
•
Data.com Connect
allows you to access up-todate contact information for
professionals and companies
•
Myopportunity.com
connects you to leads, sales,
and potential clients
•
Startupnation.com

connects entrepreneurs and
small business owners to
successful professionals in the
field for tips and contacts to
help you succeed
•
Gust.com connects
start ups with potential
investors
Professional social
media should be thought of as
your extended resume. When
setting up an account think
about everything you have on
your resume plus any extra
skills or accomplishments you
can add to your site that show
your experiences that might
impress a potential employer.
On LinkedIn other members
can leave recommendations
on your profile for an extra
boost to your profile.
Whether you just
started grad school or are in
your last semester now is the
time to think about your social
media presence and how it can
benefit you.

Mel’s
Corner

By Melanie Fitch
Staff Reporter

Q- “Any Suggestions for
Spring Break?”
A- Spring break!
That time of year when
stressed out, mentally fried
students can get away, blow
off some steam and get ready
to recharge and regroup. The
last big break in the months
before the semester ends. My
main thoughts are threefold:
First, WHERE you
go isn’t always as important
as how you go, and WHO
you go with. You don’t need
to go to the furthest most
expensive location to have
a really great time. Plan
ahead and give everyone
time to pull their finances
and schedules together and
call to make sure that your
first choice of location is
available.
Second, be SAFE.
It’s a beautiful world but
there’s a lot that isn’t
beautiful in it. If traveling
with friends, watch one
another’s back. Make sure
your phone stays charged
and that there is cell
reception wherever you
go. Make a note of certain
important information, the
address or street of where
you are, the closest bathroom
and the closest convenience
store.
Third, as young
adults you can travel
wherever your dreams and
your wallets can take you,
but that also means you have
to be on guard for that one
thing that we all have, that
one, CRAZY FRIEND.
Crazy Friend may
seem like he or she will
be the life of the party, but
Crazy Friend can also be the
reason you get thrown out of
a club or wind up blowing
your vacation budget on bail
money.
That said, plan your
work, work your plan, and
make sure that above and
beyond everything else, you
are SAFE and have a really
great time!
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Nominees of Black Women Rock. Photo by Brenda Torres

5th Annual Black Women Rock Honorees
By Danielle Terry

Contributing Writer and

Brenda Torres
Editor-in-Chief

Dr. Lorri Glass, winner of the Coretta Scott-King Award
Photo by Brenda Torres

On Saturday, Feb.18,
Governors State University
hosted the 5th annual
Black Women Rock award
ceremony.
It was truly an
extravagant red carpetaffir.
Nominees, their guests,
students, and GSU faculty and
staff were dressed charmingly
in their best attire.
Everyone seemed all
abuzz as they took photos and
enjoyed elegantly presented
hors d’eurvres.		
Around 7:00 p.m, the crowd
headed to the to their seats
ushered in by the soulful

and dynamic sounds of “The
House Band.”
Artist Carya Holmes
performed a touching ballet
to begin the ceremony.
As the lights dimmed, the
audience was taken in by a
moving short film voiced
by young women reciting
Maya Angelou’s most famous
and empowering poem,
“Phenomenal Woman.”
The hosts for the
night, Mr. Sean Smith, the
new Male Success Initiative
Coordinator, and the stunning
Cherish Brown, an alum of
GSU, came forth and warmly
greeted the audience, getting
the show started.
In addition to “The
House Band”, the ceremony
was filled with a plethora of

African Presence in Mexico

amazing singers. including
GSU Dance
Company thrilled the audience
with their African Dance,
full of leaps and kicks. Floyd
Wilkinson performed “Angel”,
originally sang by Anita Baker
and later, Lalah Hathaway.
GSU’s own, Oliv Blu
performed an original song
and Keith Briggs performed
“So Amazing,” originally sang
by Luther Vandross. Fatal
Dance Academy poignantly,
performed to a Spoken word
piece. All of these electrifying
performers made the night
truly special.
The winners of the
night are as followed:
Scholar
Student: Linda Coleman
Faculty: Dr. Nicole
Warmington-Granston
Phenomenal Educator
Dr. Tasha Banks
Dr. Elizabeth Johnson
Philanthropist
Joyce Coleman

Join us and listen to a
presentation from
the National Museum of Mexican Art on the
African presence in Mexico
T h u r s d a y , Fe b . 2 3 i n
B 1240

Association of Latin American Students

Performing Arts
Student: Saiye Pierre
Entrepreneur
Estelita Sides
Unsung Shero
Dartina Dunlap
Rising Star
Janelle Butler
Fine Arts
Student: Arika Rodgers
Faculty: Yevette Brown
Coretta Scott-King Award
Dr. Lorri Glass
The evening
concluded with Carya
Holmes, performance of “I’m
Every Woman,” originally
sang by Chaka Khan and
Whitney Houston.

Campus
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GSU President Reassures Students on Immigration
By Brenda Torres
Editor-in-Chief

President Maimon talking with international students.
Photo by BrendaTorres

Healthy Eating at GSU

On Feb. 13, in
Engbretson Hall Dr. Elaine
L. Maimon, spoke to
international students and
other GSU community about
the concern regradding
immigration because of
our current government
administration.
Dr. Maimon started
off by asking if any students
in attendance were a part
of the International Culture
Organization (ICO). Not
many students knew about
the organization. Therefore,
Dr. Maimon asked the
president of Student Senate,
Justin Smith, who was in
attendance, to talk about
ICO. Smith was the former
president of ICO.

Afterwards, Dr.
Maimon Student Life, the
Office of International
Students and other campus
staff to introduce themselves.
Dr. Maimon stated
about the purpose of the
gathering: “We are a family
here at the university. I know
that you are very far from
your families. I want to hear
from you on what we can do
so that feel you confortable,
more a part of our GSU
family.”
A few students
spoke on their experiences in
Illinois. In fact, one student
from India stated that many
people in India are familiar
with America because they
follow Hollywood movies.
Throughout
the converstation, Dr.
Maimon stressed that she
recommends students should

not travel outside the United
States at this time.
Then the Vice
President of ICO,
Mohammed Khalid spoke on
the email that Dr. Maimon
sent out on Feb. 1. Khalid
stated, “Your email was like
a message that yes, we are
together. We stand together.”
While speaking,
Khalid went to the white
erasable borad and wrote,
“Aspire to Inspire,” and told
Dr.Maimon, “that was your
email.”
Khalid
recommonded all
international students to
check their email and not
to ignore it or skim through
it because they are sent
important information and
added that GSU was like a
family to him

GSU 2016 China Studies delegation. Photo courtesy of OIS.
Kim Duenas and Nicole McBain, Senior Community Health
and Health Promotion majors. Photo by Brenda Torres.

By Fredrick Tremble

Contributing Writer and

Donnica Gordon
Associate Editor

Eating Healthy
is a habit that everybody
should have. Good eating
can help a person overall.
On Wednesday, Feb. 15, the
GSU Community Service
Council held a free, fresh
produce give-away in
the Hall of Governors to
encourage and support the
consumption of fresh fruits
and vegetables on campus.
The council acquired
boxes of a variety of produce
such as oranges, collard
greens, and potatoes. The
event was created to provide
fresh foods for those in the
dorms and on campus who
don’t always have access to
affordable, healthy foods.
Though the event
was designed to benefit GSU
students, the produce was
made available to the entire
GSU community, and was
freely shared with anyone
who desired to take it.

On Thursday,
Feb.16, the Wellness Club
held a Smoothie Sale in
the Hall of Governors.
The first of its kind, the
Smoothie Sale was intended
to get people to think about
healthy alternatives to soft
drinks and other sugarladen beverages, according
to Kim Duenas and Nicole
McBain, Senior Community
Health and Health Promotion
majors.
A variety of fruit and
vegetable were combined
to create delicious smoothie
combinations including
kale, baby spinach, banana,
strawberry, blueberry, and
raspberry. The Wellness
Club got the idea for the sale
after hosting a free smoothie
give-away at Prairie Place
that was well received by the
residents.
Thursday’s sale was
counted a success as well
with more than 60 smoothies
sold. The strawberry,
banana, baby spinach, and
kale smoothie was the most
popular.

Summer China Studies Program
Scheduled July 4-21, 2017!
By Hannah Carol

Contributing Wtier
This program
partners with Hangzhou
Normal University (HNU),
a comprehensive institution
of higher education with a
full spectrum of disciplines,
covering such areas as arts
and sciences, humanities,
education, music,
engineering, information
technology, business, law,
medicine and nursing.
The China
Studies Program (CSP)
provides students with a
comprehensive learning
experience that combines
China Studies courses,
visiting E-commerce
enterprises, Chinese Kung
Fu and field trips.
Andrea Fuentes,
another student who
participated in last year’s
China Study Abroad
experience said, “Studying
abroad in a country as
beautiful as China was a life

changing experience that
has shown me how much
there is to learn from those
around us [near] and far. I
love to travel. Attending the
China studies program has
inspired me to seek out more
opportunities to visit other
countries. Studying abroad
is a great experience that
everyone should consider!”
The China Studies
program can be taken for
3-credit hours (with tuition
being paid separately to
GSU) through PHIL4254
Chinese Thought. However,
there is also the option
to do the program as an
independent study for 1 or 2
credits or to simply audit the
course for $75.
Joanna Vierya,
a GSU student who
participated in this program
last summer said, “Studying
abroad in China was an
unforgettable experience. It
broadened my worldview
and perspective. It was a
great opportunity to be able

to view the United States
from the lens of a different
country. I developed new
friendships and experienced
personal growth. I would
recommend for students to
take this opportunity and if
they have a chance, just take
it... Study abroad!”
Don’t think it could
be affordable? Never say
never! There are currently
12 available scholarships
for this trip, as well as
the general Study Abroad
Scholarship.
For more
information, please contact
Amy Schoenberg at
aschoenberg@govst.edu
ASAP. Application and
scholarship deadlines are
March 1st.
Interested in
studying abroad, in
general? Come check out
the Study Abroad Fair
Tuesday, February 21st
from 1-5pm in the Hall of
Governors!

Campus and Arts
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Nate Matthews at the Visual Arts Gallery
By Victoria Strole
Art Columnist

Nate Matthews
is a Chicago based artist
exhibiting work in GSU’s
Big Walls Gallery during the
2017 spring semester.
Matthews received
his BFA and MFA in
photography from Columbia
College in Chicago, IL. If
you take a look at Matthews’
body of work, you might
notice that he takes on photo
projects where the subjects
are aesthetically tragic.
The exhibited series
“Erastz,” fits neatly into this
category.
In an interview,
Matthews states that he is
intentionally seeking out the
ugliest buildings, usually
those made of exposed
concrete or cinder blocks.
When he finds them he’s
photographing the oddness
of the space, because maybe
there are stairs leading to
nowhere or the space has
been modified with dated
furniture to accommodate for
even the smallest amount of
human comfort.
In some
photographs, it seems
nature has taken pity on the
depressing situation and
chosen to adorn it with itself.
You can feel some residue
of human activity through
an attempts at intervention
of making the space more
inhabitable.

The photos capture
the unnatural landscape
that’s often overlooked
because well, the subject is
often something we want to
overlook- the mundane and
the ugly.
But the message
Matthews is interested in
funneling to the viewer is
how architecture affects
human activity and feelings.
Matthews’ work can
be viewed in the E-F corridor
and in E Lounge.
An artist talk and reception
will be held Wednesday,
February 22 from 4:30-6:30
p.m. in the E/F corridor.
This event is free and open
to the public.
Every Wednesday at
1 p.m. the gallery will host
“Curious Conversations”
discussing the current gallery
exhibition.

Ten Hexagons. Photography 2009. Photo courtesy of Nate Matthews.

Orange Wall. Photography 2009.. Photo courtesy of Nate Matthews.

Review

Unforgettable: Falling in Love with Nat King Cole
By Melanie Fitch
Staff Reporter

My father passed
away last summer, but
“Unforgettable” was our
song.
So when I saw that
an evening featuring the
music of Nat King Cole
was coming to the GSU
Center for Performing Arts
I knew I had to go.
Nat King Cole
is a legend in the music
business and he set the
standard high for everyone
who came after.
The gentleman
performing was Evan
Tyrone Martin. Martin is
considered a rising star
in the Chicago theater.
Some of his credits include

Nat King Cole performer Evan Tyrone Martin. Photo courtesty of YouTube.
“Dream Girls”, “The Color
Purple” and “Rent”. Martin
is an award nominated
performer and he did not

disappoint.
I was surprised to
learn that some of the songs
that Cole is well known

for were recorded under a
different name for business
reasons. I was even more
surprised to learn that he

recorded many of his songs
in foreign languages for his
many international fans.
Martin performed one of
the Spanish numbers, but
he said Nat King Cole
was known to do songs in
languages like Japanese and
Portuguese as well.
Understandably,
his performance drew an
older crowd but the theater
was packed, and sprinkled
amongst the silver haired
fans, I saw a few dark
heads that just appreciate
good music.
Many of the songs
I recognized and some I
did not, but I arrived with
a party of four, ages 18 to
86, and we all felt it was an
enjoyable evening.

Sports
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GSU Basketball Teams
Split Games
By Jeremy Manthey
Sports Reporter

Governors State
split its Saturday, February
11th basketball games as the
men took the victory and the
women fell to defeat. The
Jaguars faced off against
Trinity Christian at home.
Both games were close, hard
fought games.
The men took the
victory 88-83 to improve
to a 10-18 record overall.
Their victory was led by
Torrey Oliver, who put up a
game high 28 points and 8
rebounds. The Jaguars won
the rebounding battle, 28-24,
a +4 margin. Though they
allowed a 62.5% field goal
percentage from the field,
they still eked out the win.
The Jaguars finished
the game shooting 49.1%
(27-55) from the field, 54.5%
(12-22) from the three-point
line, and 71.0% (22-31) from
the free throw line. Jalen
Miller contributed a healthy
18 points and 7 rebounds,
Justin Siorek finished

with 17 points (4-5 from
deep), and Jalen McGruder
contributed 10 points and 5
rebounds.
Zaporia Smith’s
21 points and 11 rebounds
were not enough as the
women lost 79-70 to drop
their record to 7-20 overall.
Though they dominated the
rebounding department (5033, a +17 margin), it was not
enough to take the victory.
Trinity Christian beat
them in field goal percentage
(42.4% to 40.0%), threepoint percentage (28.6%
to 17.4%), and free throw
percentage (70.8% to
63.6%). The turnover
disadvantage (25 to 14, a
-11 margin) was another
contributing factor to their
loss.
Amber Brooks
was another player on the
Jaguars that finished with
a double-double: 17 points
and 12 rebounds. Achuynnua
Robinson finished with 16
points and 4 rebounds.

GSU Swimming pool. Photo by Brenda Torres

Did You Know: We Have a Pool?
By Dana Solatka
Staff Reporter

Yes, yes we do.
Governors State is home
to a 167,000 gallon,
Olympic-style, indoor,
heated swimming pool.
The pool has all the
necessary equipment for
lap swimming.
With the pool
comes quite a few classes.

Swimming lessons are
held on Saturdays for
both students and adults.
The class costs $60
for non-members, $25
for members, and $20
for students and their
children.
For $250, people
can take a class that
certifies them to be an
American Red Cross
lifeguard. The class is
open to anyone, not just

GSU students (check
the American Red Cross
website if interested,
or contact the athletics
recreation center). CPR
courses are also held once
or twice a year.
Anyone with a
membership to the rec
center can access the
pool. All students have
an automatic membership
to the center and are
encouraged to use it.

Switching Up Zelda’s Content
By Dana Solatka
Staff Reporter

As Jason Schreler
from Kotaku put it, “[y]
ou know times are strange
when even Zelda games
are getting season passes,
and here we are”. Strange
times it is indeed. The
Legend of Zelda: Breath
of the Wild was originally
announced for the WiiU
in 2013. It was simply
known as ZeldaU up until
its name reveal at E3
2016. The game’s release
was always fickle (not as
bad as Persona 5’s release
date, but still pretty bad),
but it is finally being
released on March 3rd of
this year.
Now, as a game
in development for four
whole years, one would
and should expect a
complete Zelda experience
as every Zelda game had
in the past. But wait,
there’s downloadable
content (DLC) for this
game? Never before in
a main Zelda game has
there been DLC. Why start
now?

Graphic courtesy of Creative Commons .
Zelda series
producer Eiji Aonuma
himself announced
the expansion pass on
February 14th. Those
blind to follow Nintendo
off a bridge are gladly
supporting this endeavor,
but others are saying
“wait, what?”.
Don’t get me
wrong, it seems like a
good idea. Nintendo
handled DLC with
Mario Kart 8 and Hyrule
Warriors extremely well.

But those had specific
details as to what the
consumer is getting when
they buy the expansion
packs. With Mario Kart
8 people got new tracks,
new vehicles, and new
characters. With Hyrule
Warriors, people got new
maps, new weapons, and
new characters. What
exactly do you get if you
buy the expansion pass for
Zelda?
Well, day one,
there’s the standard day

one DLC stuff. Three
treasure chests that
contain “helpful items”
and a shirt with the
Nintendo Switch logo
on it. Pack 1, in some
ambiguous summer time,
adds an “additional map
feature” with a new hard
mode and Caves of Trials.
Pack 2 drops right around
Christmas. This pack has
a “new original story, new
dungeon, and additional
challenges”.
A few questions:

1. Why have the Day
One DLC? It’s just a way
to get people to throw
more money at your $60
game. 2. Why can’t we,
the consumers, just buy
one expansion pack and
not the other? What if I
only want the abstract
“additional challenges”
but not the Cave of Trials?
I should only have to
spend $10, not the full
$20. 3. What’s up with
the vague statements?
What kind of “additional
challenges” are going to
be in the game? For an
extra $20, I hope they
mean new missions where
I’m able to burn down
entire enemy fortresses.
As much as I’d
like to keep an optimistic
attitude, the unclear
parameters of the DLC
makes me keep my guard
up. My love for Zelda can
conquer many things. But
it cannot conquer my hate
for DLC.

Orbis and Campus

News Breifs
By Mycheal Vanarsdale
Politcal Columnist

Natioanl News Trump Proposes Changes
to the Affordable Care Act
President Donald
Trump Administration
proposed changes to tighten
up on the enrollment
process in the Affordable
Care Act, and to also go
after individuals who have
overdue premium payments.
The purpose of the
changes are to help insurers
continue to remain in the
healthcare marketplace.
Humana Inc., has stated
that they plan to leave the
healthcare marketplace
in 2018. Anthem Inc.,
and Aetna Inc., also said
that they will leave the
marketplace in 2017 if
changes aren’t made.
The United State
IRS will not reject tax
fillings for individuals who
fail to report whether or not
they had healthcare coverage
in 2016. Presidential Trump
executive order to reduce
the regulatory burden of
the law when possible is
why individuals will not be
assessed a tax if they fail to
report whether or not they
had healthcare coverage.

State NewsGovernor Bruce Rauner
2017 Budget Address
On Wednesday, Feb.
15, Illinois Governor Bruce
Rauner delivered a speech
in the annual budget address
in Springfield. Governor
Rauner stated that ultimately
our ability to reverse the
trend of growing deeper into
debt is to invest in more job
creation for the state.
Our surrounding
states: Indiana, Wisconsin,
Iowa and Missouri, have all
seen expontential job growth
over the course of several
years while Illinois has
been going in the opposite
direction.
Governor Rauner
proposed economic changes
that he feels will make the
state more competitive. In
addition, Governor Rauner
stated that investment in
schools, public safety,
criminal justice reform and
human services will be
included in the proposed
economic changes.

Student Voices

Untitled Poem
By Robin Taylor
My alarm is ringing, birds are singing. Sunrise,
bright and early.
Tweet, tweet as they romanticized.
An army of hope hypnotized.
Good morning sunshine, your beautiful headlights,
shining in the gloomy fog.
Breaking the dark, piercing the night.
Heart consuming, Heart presuming.
You’re made to glow, bringing the world, a lustrous
light.
Have a great day, if I would say.
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